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Alchemy is the medieval “science” of transforming 

rocks into gold.  In this 1988 novel by Brazilian 

author Paulo Coelho, alchemy plays an important 

role both literally and metaphorically .  Coelho is 

using characters and events as symbols to show us 

how to achieve spiritual alchemy. In other words, 

how do we find or recognize the “gold,” (what he 

calls our Personal Legend)  in the “rocks” of the 

everyday, ordinary, simple details of our lives?   As 

protagonist Santiago discovers, sometimes the 

“gold” is not faraway, not glittery, not exotic, and 

not complicated, but it may require a journey of 

courage, faith and perseverance to discover what it 

is and where it is hidden. 

 
 
 

 

 



 
  

During the summer  
 

1. Keep an Unspoken Language Journal 
a. Tune-in to the various forms of unspoken language we experience around us every day.  What 

gestures, facial expressions, intuitions and signals do we give and receive to guide us in our 
responses, actions, reactions and relationships?  Observe interactions at work, at home, in nature, 
and in public places, and record incidents which illustrate that unspoken communication is 
sometimes as powerful (if not more so) than the spoken word. 

b. You should have at least ten journal entries.  Each entry should have at least one hundred words. 
You can combine various observations (like all the observations in a single day) into one entry to 
make for the word requirement. 
 

2. Memorize “The Guest House” by Rumi.  You can read it here. 
 

3. Read The Alchemist (Purchase your own OR arrange to get a copy at Bacon - just email Ms. 
Christianson and she will email you back with a “pick-up” time.)   kchri102@colchesterct.org  
 

4. Pick one of the following questions to answer after reading The Alchemist.  Your essay should be 
500-750 words,  Please use MLA formatting for this (and all future papers)  Current MLA formatting 
guide can be found at the Purdue Online Writing Lab (Purdue OWL). 

a. Your essay should include at least two direct quotes from the text to support your argument.  
b. Since your audience will be this class, and due to the fact that these will be primarily your 

opinions and ideas, you may use personal pronouns. 
 

● One of the first major diversions from Santiago's journey was the theft of his money in 

Tangiers, which forced him into taking a menial job with the crystal merchant. There, 

Santiago learned many lessons on everything from the art of business to the art of patience. 

Of all these, which lessons were the most crucial to the pursuit of his Personal Legend? 

● The Englishman, whom Santiago meets when he joins the caravan to the Egyptian 

pyramids, is searching for "a universal language, understood by everybody." What is that 

language? According to the Englishman, what are the parallels between reading and 

alchemy? How does the Englishman's search for the alchemist compare to Santiago's search 

for a treasure? How did the Englishman and Santiago feel about each other? 

● Why did Santiago have to go through the dangers of tribal wars on the outskirts of the oasis 

in order to reach the pyramids? At the very end of the journey, why did the alchemist leave 

Santiago alone to complete it? 

ESSAY and UNSPOKEN LANGUAGE JOURNAL should be clearly labelled 

(including your full name!) and shared with your instructor as a 

Google Document prior to the first day of real classes. 

 

 

https://allpoetry.com/poem/8534703-The-Guest-House-by-Mewlana-Jalaluddin-Rumi
mailto:kchri102@colchesterct.org
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html


 
  

Week One In-Class Writing Assignment          (Just a heads-up!) 
 
In the first week, your instructor will choose one of the following College Board essay prompts for you to answer. 
This will be open-book, and you are encouraged to incorporate supporting quotes in your response.  Hopefully, 
having these questions AS you read will enable you to mentally prepare for that experience. 
 
1. In retrospect, the reader often discovers that the first chapter of a novel or the opening scene of a drama 
introduces some of the major themes of the work. Write an essay about the opening scene or the first chapter of 
The Alchemist in which you explain how it functions in this way. 
 
2. Choose an implausible or strikingly unrealistic incident or character in The Alchemist. Write an essay that 
explains how the incident or character is related to the more realistic of plausible elements in the rest of the 
work. Avoid plot summary. 
 
3. In many works of literature, a physical journey – the literal movement from one place to another – plays a 
central role. Using Santiago’s  physical journey, discuss how the journey adds to the meaning of the work as a 
whole. Avoid mere plot summary. 
 
4. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations 
beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Using 
The Alchemist and focusing on one symbol, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and 
what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
 
 
 

⇨……………………….⇦ 
UConn application deadline for ECE classes is June 30, 2020.  

(though you can also register from Aug. 11-Sept. 16) 

You can find the information HERE. 

 

Make sure you upload your paperwork. 

See the School Counseling Office for help with this if necessary. 
 

 

https://ece.uconn.edu/students-parents/apply-enroll/

